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Welcome to this edition of the Felsham and Gedding Village 
News.  

Welcome to the September Edition  

A huge thank-you to everyone who helped make the Village Fete such a 
success—from the organisers and stallholders to the raffle-ticket sellers, 
cake bakers, and behind-the-scenes helpers who kept everything running 
smoothly. It was a brilliant day, full of energy, laughter, and the kind of 
community spirit that makes village life so special. 

As routines start to return and school terms begin, I’ll admit—I ’m still 
holding onto summer. It seemed to come and go in a flash this year, and I’m 
not quite ready to trade sandals for scarves just yet. 

In this month’s Wellness page, we’re coming to the end of our series on 
anxiety. If there’s a particular topic you’d like us to explore next—whether 
it’s mental wellbeing, relationships, stress, or something completely 
different—do let us know. We’d love to hear what matters most to you. 

As always, if there’s a neighbour to thank, an idea to share, or an event 
coming up, don’t be shy—Village News is made for and by the people who 
live here. 

Warm wishes, 

Corinna 

 

PS The Wellness page is missing, it will be available in the October edition. 
We wanted to share the news about the fantastic new Village Sign.  

 

The New Village Sign…… 

Thanks go to many people, firstly to Chris Bassett of Upper Green, who 
designed the sign and Jane Crick, also of Upper Green, who prepared 
Chris’s design for the Blacksmith….. 
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Welcome to our new Village Sign! 
It is very exciting that we now have a village sign in 
Felsham. The sign was first talked about in the 
millennium with Chris Bassett, the designer, then 
brought up again in 2008. Now we have a sign! With 
thanks to the Parish Council for making it happen and 
then a special thanks to Jason Stringer, Mark 
Tavernor, Paul Kearney and Simon Garrod for putting it 
up.  
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Monthly Puzzles 
Round 1: Suffolk Knowledge 

1. What is the highest point in Suffolk, standing at 128 metres above sea level? 
 

2. Which Suffolk seaside town claims to be the most easterly point of the 
British Isles? 
 

3. Suffolk has only one official Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 
What is it called? 
 

4. What was the original Roman name for the town of Ipswich? 
 

5. Which Suffolk port was once one of the most important in medieval 
England, before its harbour silted up? 

Round 2: Suffolk History 

6. Which Suffolk town was granted its market charter by King John in 1200, 
making it one of the oldest continuously running markets in England? 
 

7. During the 14th century, Suffolk was at the centre of the “Peasants’ Revolt.” 
Who was the Suffolk-born leader executed in 1381? 
 

8. At Sutton Hoo, what is the name of the great hall thought to have stood near 
the ship burial site? 

9. Which Tudor monarch gave Framlingham Castle to Mary Tudor in 1553, 
where she rallied support before becoming Queen? 
 

10. In 1645–47, Suffolk was one of the counties most affected by the witch 
trials of Matthew Hopkins. By what title is he more commonly known? 
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Round 3: Suffolk Culture 

11. What was the title of Benjamin Britten’s opera, first performed in 1945, that 
was set in an imaginary Suffolk fishing town? 
 

12. Which Suffolk town is home to Gainsborough’s House, celebrating the 
painter Thomas Gainsborough? 
 

13. What is unusual about the bell tower of St Mary-le-Tower Church in 
Ipswich? 
 

14. The poet Robert Bloomfield, born in Honington, Suffolk, wrote a famous 
poem about rural life. What is it called? 
 

15. The author M.R. James, famous for ghost stories, spent much of his 
childhood in which Suffolk town? 
 

Round 4: Suffolk Oddities & Quirks 

16. What peculiar landmark in Thorpeness was originally a water tower but is 
now a holiday home? 
 

17. In Suffolk folklore, what did the ghostly Black Shuck supposedly do when it 
entered Blythburgh Church in 1577? 
 

18. Which Suffolk town is home to the UK’s oldest continuously operating 
regatta, first held in 1838? 
 

19. A famous Anglo-Saxon helmet was found at Sutton Hoo. In which museum 
can you see it today? 
 

20. Which Suffolk village has a street called “The Street,” reputedly the longest 
continuous village high street in England? 
 

Bonus Question 

21. In 1911, George Orwell spent part of his childhood in Southwold. What was 
his real name? 
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Parish Report – July/August 2025 
 

Cllr Penny Otton, Thedwastre South 

07545 423847 - penny.otton@suffolk.gov.uk 

Motions passed on fairer funding and Ipswich northern bypass 

At full council on Thursday 10 July, two motions were passed: the Conservatives’ 
motion on fairer funding for local government, and a motion brought by Labour in 
favour of a ‘northern bypass’ to make the county less reliant on the Orwell Bridge and 
alleviate traffic pressure on Ipswich when it is closed.  

My group tabled a motion to make it easier to obtain 20mph speed limits where the 
community supports one, but this was rejected by the Conservative 
administration on the grounds that they were already planning to do this.  

Upgrade to Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) at Great Blakenham 

At Cabinet on Tuesday 15 July, a decision was made to upgrade the facilities at the 
recycling centre at Great Blakenham so the council can fulfil its duties for ‘Simpler 
Recycling’. The new law to collect glass and food waste was passed by the previous 
Conservative government, but the changes have not yet come into effect. Suffolk 
County Council does not collect waste or recycling, but it does have responsibility for 
the waste and recycling once it is collected by district and borough councils, and this 
means it needs to make changes to its recycling centre. The works will be paid for by 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) funding, whereby producers of packaging must 
pay for the cost of dealing with it when it is empty and discarded. The council has 
already received this funding (£5.9m) from the government and will be using it to cover 
half the cost of the works to upgrade the Material Recovery Facility to reduce the 
amount the council would have to pay to cover the borrowing costs of the contractor 
(Biffa) on the full amount. This is an ‘invest to save’ decision – the council will save 
money on the amount of money it has to pay Biffa in the long term. The full cost of the 
upgrade will be £10-12m. 

July/August 2025 
 
 

mailto:andrew.stringer@su%EF%AC%80olk.gov.uk
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Safeguarding in Suffolk 

The Cabinet meeting on 15 July also saw annual reports tabled on safeguarding in 
Suffolk, giving details of how the council works to keep children and vulnerable adults 
safe and priorities to improve these services. There have been recent changes to 
processes in the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH), where social workers, Suffolk 
Police and NHS work together to assess safeguarding referrals and decide on the best 
way forward. For referrals about children, the recent Ofsted report had recommended 
that there needed to be more consistency in how concerns were handled. This is a 
national rather than local issue. Around the county, the Suffolk Safeguarding 
Partnership has been holding events to raise awareness of dementia and how to 
support people living with dementia, and has also released a short film for young 
people experiencing suicidal thoughts, following a number of suicides referred to the 
case review panel.  

Transitions from children’s services to adult services  

On Wednesday 9 July, the council’s Scrutiny Committee looked at how young people 
are supported as they move from children’s services to adult services. Not all 
children who receive support from children’s services need continued help in 
adulthood, but those who are disabled, have learning disabilities or who need social 
care support often have to move across to access adult services at the age of 18. 
They hope to co-produce a better service through consultation with young people 
and their families. 

Preparing for fires 

Suffolk Fire and Rescue are asking responsible persons in non-domestic 
and higher-risk residential buildings to review their foam fire extinguishers. 
New regulations against perfluorooctanoic acids (PFOAs), which are 
‘forever chemicals’ that don’t break down, came into effect on 4 July 2025. 
PFOAs are toxic and build up over time in living organisms, and can be found 
in foam extinguishers used for Class B fires involving flammable liquids 
such as petrol, diesel, paints or solvents. Foam extinguishers from the last 
10 years are unlikely to contain PFOAs, but it is important to check the label 
and consult with the supplier if unsure. Changes to fire-fighting equipment 
should also prompt a review of the fire risk assessment for the building, and 
additional training for staff if needed. Suffolk Fire and Rescue will carry out 
audits and inspections to make sure fire safety regulations are being 
followed and equipment is up to date. 

Following the heatwave in summer 2022, Suffolk Fire and Rescue invested in new 
adapters to help them fight wildfires on farmland. These adapters enable fire engines 
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to connect to a farm’s water bowsers and tanks once the onboard water has been used 
up. The adapters are currently being trialled out of fire stations in Ipswich East, Princes 
Street Ipswich, Haverhill, Bury St Edmunds, Newmarket and Lowestoft.  

The fire service are also keen that people download the What3Words app, as this 
makes it easy for the control room and crews to locate fires that are in the middle of the 
countryside with no landmarks or road names. It uses GPS so you don’t need to have a 
mobile phone signal or data for it to work. 

 

Social Media and Helpful Links 
Follow us on: 
Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@ SuffolkGLI) / Twitter 
Instagram – https://www.instagram.com/suffolkgli_group/ 
Facebook - Suffolk GLI - Green, Liberal Democrat & Independent Group | Facebook 
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at 
Suffolk County  Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com) 
Cost of Living help and advice: 

https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/family.page?familyc

hannel=6 Benefits advice and support: 

https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/adult.page?adultcha

nnel=0 

Flood preparation advice: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/suffolk-fire-and-rescue-
service/fire-and-rescue- safety-advice-in-the-community/what-to-do-in-a-flood 
https://suffolkprepared.co.uk/get-prepared/risk-advice/flooding/ 
 
Flood recovery advice and support: http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/about/flood-recovery-

information-for- suffolk     

https://twitter.com/SuffolkGLI
https://www.instagram.com/suffolkgli_group/
https://www.facebook.com/Suffolk-GLI-Green-Liberal-Democrat-Independent-Group-108957158595967/?ref=pages_you_manage
https://suffolkgli.wordpress.com/
https://suffolkgli.wordpress.com/
https://suffolkgli.wordpress.com/
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/family.page?familychannel=6
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/family.page?familychannel=6
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/adult.page?adultchannel=0
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/adult.page?adultchannel=0
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/suffolk-fire-and-rescue-service/fire-and-rescue-safety-advice-in-the-community/what-to-do-in-a-flood
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/suffolk-fire-and-rescue-service/fire-and-rescue-safety-advice-in-the-community/what-to-do-in-a-flood
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/suffolk-fire-and-rescue-service/fire-and-rescue-safety-advice-in-the-community/what-to-do-in-a-flood
https://suffolkprepared.co.uk/get-prepared/risk-advice/flooding/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/about/flood-recovery-information-for-suffolk
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/about/flood-recovery-information-for-suffolk
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/about/flood-recovery-information-for-suffolk
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What’s On in Bury St Edmunds – September 2025 

Arts, Music & Culture 

Felsham & Stowmarket 

Tour of Britain – Cycling Stage 

• Wednesday 3 September — Stage 2 of the 2025 Tour of Britain starts 
and finishes in Stowmarket (169.3 km flat stage) 
The route passes through Debenham, Eye, Sudbury, Lavenham, and 
Hadleigh before returning to Stowmarket Cycling WeeklyWikipedia 

 

Bury St Edmunds 

Concerts & Music Venues (Apex & Hunter Club) 

• Thursday 4 September – New Street Adventure (Apex) 
• Saturday 6 September – Miss Black America (Hunter Club) 
• Sunday 7 September – Cloudbusting – The Music of Kate Bush (Apex) 
• Thursday 11 September – Hedra WEBB (UK) and Invicta (Hunter Club) 
• Saturday 20 September – Bag of Cans (Hunter Club) 
• Monday 22 September – Andy Sheppard (Apex) 

 

https://www.cyclingweekly.com/racing/full-2025-tour-of-britain-men-route-details-announced?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_Tour_of_Britain?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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The Apex – Theatre & Workshops 

• The Milk — Thursday 4 September (7:30 pm) 
• Just Push Play Festival — Saturday 6 September (1:00 pm) 
• Cloudbusting – The Music of Kate Bush — Sunday 7 September (7:30 

pm) 
• The Illegal Eagles — Monday 8 to Wednesday 10 September 
• Beginners’ Yoga (Lunchtime) — Wednesdays 10, 17 & 24 September 
• Booze & Brushes — Thursday 11, Friday 12, and Tuesday 16 September 
• Luther — Thursday 11 September (7:30 pm) 
• Northern Soul Live — Friday 12 September (7:30 pm) 
• Silver Clay Jewellery Taster & Harmonica Workshop — Saturday 13 

September 
• Paint Your Pet, This Flight Tonight – The Songs of Joni Mitchell, 

Watercolour for Beginners, Another… 100 Years of Big Bands, Fat Cat 
Comedy Club — various dates around 13–14 September 

• Sir Tony Robinson: From Black Adder to Alfred the Great — Monday 15 
September (7:30 pm) 

• ABC – An Intimate Evening with Martin Fry — Tuesday 16 September 
(7:30 pm) 

Heritage & Exhibitions 

• Out of the Fold – Reflections Textile Exhibition — Tuesday 23 to Sunday 
28 September (10 am–4 pm) at Bury Guildhall Bury St Edmunds 
Guildhall 

Bury St Edmunds, Stowmarket & Lavenham 

Farmers’ & Local Markets 

• Saturday 6 September (9:00 am) — Stowmarket Farmers Market — 
family-friendly event by the Town Council 

• Saturday 20 September (9:00 am) — Stowmarket Family Friendly 
Market 

•  
Saturday 27 September (10 am – 4 pm) — Suffolk Lacemakers Demo 
at Lavenham Guildhall National Trust 

https://burystedmundsguildhall.org.uk/events/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://burystedmundsguildhall.org.uk/events/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/suffolk/lavenham-guildhall/events?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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• Sunday 28 September (10:00 am – 1:30 pm) — Lavenham Farmers’ 
Market at the Village Hall; held on the fourth Sunday each month  

Evening Events at The Swan 

• Thursday 18 September — “An Evening with Caroline and Tom 
Bridge” (winners of BBC’s Race Across the World) 

• Friday 26 September — La Celia Wine Tasting Dinner (four-course 
menu + pairings, £65) The Swan at Lavenham Hotel & Spa 

Historical Talks 

• Friday 5 September (7:00 – 9:00 pm) — Lavenham Historical Talk: Dr 
Phil Roberts — part of the Church T500 celebration. Tickets approx. 
£10 (£8 for members) Eventbrite 

Other Events 

• Saturday 27 September (7:30 pm) — Quiz Night at Wyverstone Village 
Hall (near Stowmarket) Ticket Source 

• Wednesday 17 September — Women Inspired Network event at 
Starbucks in Stowmarket 

• Please view the calendar for all activities held in our Village Hall 
and the Six Bells. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

       FELSHAM & GEDDING VILLAGE HALL  SOCIAL CLUB  
PRESENTS A FILM EVENING 

ON 
 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20TH 
 

THE PENGUIN LESSONS 

UK/SPAIN 2024 
PG 12A 

 
The film show starts at 7.30 pm and the bar and hall will be open from 7pm   

                                          
         New members and guests are very welcome to join us      

• ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

https://theswanatlavenham.co.uk/events/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lavenham-historical-talks-7-dr-phil-roberts-tickets-1216521030149?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ticketsource.com/whats-on/stowmarket/wyverstone-village-hall/quiz-night/2025-09-27/19%3A30/t-lnyvejk?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Brian Deards 

01449 737364 
07398 512848 
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Calendar 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
1 
 

2 
 

3 
������� Table tennis 
@7.30pm 
��� Curry night 
£12.50 

4 
��� Two course 
lunch £7.50 
 

8 9 
 
Parish Council 
Meeting @ VH 

10 
������� Carpet bowls @ 
7.30pm 
��� Curry night 
£12.50 

11 
��� Two course 
lunch £7.50 
��� Bingo  
BROWN BIN 

15 16 17 
������� Table tennis 
@7.30pm 
��� Curry night £12.50 

18 
��� Two course lunch 
£7.50 
������� Village Friends 
2 – 4 pm 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 24 
������� Carpet bowls @ 
7.30pm 
��� Curry night 
£12.50 

24 
��� Quiz night  

29 30   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�������� Fish and Chips Van, Thursdays 5.50-
6.30pm @ VH 

��� Fresh Fish from Lowestoft, Fridays at 
10.45 in the VH Car Park 

������� Village Hall events 
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Friday Saturday Sunday 
5 
 
 
BLACK BIN 
 

6 7 

12 
 
 
GREEN BIN 

13 
 

14 
��� Sunday Roasts now 
available 
 

19 
 
BLACK BIN 

20 
������� Film Night  
7:00 for a 7:30pm start 
The Penguin Lessons 
 

21 
��� Sunday Roast 
 

25 
 
 
GREEN BIN 

26 
������� Cancer Research – Coffee 
Morning 
11.00 am to 2:00 pm - 
Cakes & Raffle Prizes 
 

27 
��� Sunday Roast 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please leave cake and raffle 
prize donations at Beryl 
Meed’s home or bring them on 
the day.  Please support this 
worthy cause. 

 

 

 

  

������ 
Library Van will be in Gedding @10.10, 
then at Felsham VH @ 11.40 

��� Events at the Felsham Six Bells 

 ADVANCED NOTICE 
Our daughter is getting married on Saturday 13th September and we are holding the 
Reception in our barn at Felsham Hall. We sincerely hope it does not inconvenience 
any of our neighbours. There will be a live band and music, but it will all end at 
Midnight. Thank you for your understanding. Judith & Mike Shallow 
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Bradfield Woods in September 

It has been a busy Summer in the woods.  The summer holidays have seen 
lots of visitors exploring the woods and enjoying the shade of the trees on 
hot days.   
Butterfly numbers appear to have been good this year; we will find out the 
true numbers at the end of September.  You may see Steve in the woods 
with his net and notebook.  He walks the same route weekly (and 
sometimes more than once a week) and records the butterfly species and 
numbers he sees.  He has been doing this for years, which means we have a 
fantastic record of what is happening to butterfly populations over time. 

The reserve team and volunteers have been busy rerouting the entrance to 
the woods to ensure the safety of visitors.  They have made post and rail 
fencing, with hand tools, from coppiced trees.  Now is the time for cutting 
and raking the butterfly glades, and the edges of the rides, and marking out 
the coppice block in preparation for the start of coppice season in October. 

September events: 

Wild and Well - Thursday 18 September  
10am - 2pm  
A mindful day in the woods to relax, 
connect and enjoy.  
Price: £25  

 Women of the Woods- Autumn 
equinox  - Monday 22 September  
6pm - 8pm  
Bringing together local women to 
celebrate the seasons and earth 
festivals.  
Price: £15  

Introduction to identifying Fungi  -
Thursday 23rd October  
10.30am - 3.30pm  
Introduction to fungi in the field 
(illustrated talk), a guided walk to look at 
specimens.  
Followed by an afternoon of identification 
practice. (using field guides to sort fungi 
into families). With Jon Tyler  
Price: £45  

Full details can be found at our 
website:   www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org 
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Cockfield Benefice Services and Events 

Dear Friends 

We are rapidly approaching my favourite time of the year – Autumn. Autumn? Yes, 
Autumn. Now don’t get me wrong, I love all the seasons in turn, but Autumn has a 
special place in my heart. I am not a great lover of the heat and so don’t find 
summer (in particular, this summer!) much of a joy. Autumn brings the promise of 
cooling temperatures and even log fires. This is the time to put the garden to rest 
for the winter. A time of, perhaps, some late fruits to stew or make into jam. 
Autumn is the time for getting ready to hunker down for the coming winter.  I also 
love the autumn colours and that particular autumn smell that woodlands give 
off. In the church we are celebrating the harvest with our local farmers and that is 
always an enjoyable time.  

I also rather subscribe to the Danish idea of hygge; a sense of cosiness and 
conviviality around the fire, perhaps with a cup of tea and a piece of cake, or 
crumpets oozing with butter.  

Do you enjoy a cuppa? You are not alone! Yet, despite tea being the most popular 
drink worldwide, after water, with over 100 million cups being drunk daily in the 
UK, the people who grow and pick our tea are facing, low wages, unsafe working 
conditions and the growing impact of climate change. Our cup of tea comes at a 
cost for those who produce it for us and that’s just not fair.  

Tea production supports 13 million people worldwide and therefore has the 
potential to improve the lives of so many if changes are made to pay and working 
conditions. That is why the Fairtrade Foundation is putting tea at the centre of its 
campaigning during Fairtrade Fortnight which runs from the 22nd September to the 
5th October. Over these two weeks the Fairtrade Foundation is calling on all of us 
to encourage the UK government and businesses to take stronger steps towards 
fairer pay, better working conditions and climate resilience for tea workers. We 
can all do our bit by signing the Brew it Fair petition on the Fairtrade Foundation 
website at https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/do-it-fair/ 

However, if campaigning is not for you then you can take an important step by 
simply buying Fairtrade tea. It is freely available in most supermarkets in both 
caffeinated and decaffeinated forms. Buying Fairtrade tea can make a real 
difference to producers around the world. 

https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/do-it-fair/
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The Christian faith teaches us that justice and fairness is what our God wants 
from us and buying Fairtrade products is one way we can put our faith into action.  

Whatever you are doing this September, enjoy it, and, of course, we’d love to see 
you at any of our services across the benefice. 

yours in Christ 

Rev Richard Stainer 

richard.stainer14@gmail.com 

01284 388175 

 
 

VILLAGE FRIENDS 
an over 65's friendship group 

the next meeting will be on  

Thursday 18 September 

2-4pm 

at Felsham and Gedding Village Hall 

This month we will be playing bingo! 

If you would like to come please contact: 

Canon Sharon 01284-828599 or 07825 086063 revsharon2@gmail.com  

(drivers are able to provide lifts, just let Canon Sharon know) 
 

Organised by the Cockfield Benefice 
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Cockfield Benefice Services and Events - September 2025 
 

Saturday 6 
September 

 

2pm-4pm Knit'n'natter at Bradfield St Clare Village Hall. 
All crafters/knitters/crocheters welcome!  
 

Sunday 7 
September 
Trinity 12 

 

9.30am Holy Communion at St Nicolas, Stanningfield 
11am Holy Communion at Bradfield St George  
6pm Celtic Communion at St Peter, Felsham 
 

Tuesday 9 
September 

 

11am Holy Communion at Felsham, St Peter followed by 
sandwiches and coffee 

Saturday 13 
September 

 

Messy Church - for all children (must be accompanied 
by an adult) 

3-5pm (contact Sharon for venue) 
 

Saturday 13 
September 

 

Suffolk Historic Churches Trust Annual Ride and Stride - Churches 
in the benefice are all open for visitors 

 
Sunday 14 
September 
Trinity 13 
 

 

10am Morning Prayer at St Peter, Cockfield 
11am Holy Communion at Bradfield St Clare 
6pm Praise and Worship at St Thomas, Gt Whelnetham 
 

Sunday 21 
September 
Trinity 14 

 

9.30am Morning Prayer at St Nicolas, Stanningfield 
10am Praise God Together at St Peter, Felsham 
10.30am Holy Communion at St Peter, Cockfield 
6pm Evening Prayer at Bradfield St Clare 
 

Friday 26 
September 

 

6pm Harvest Thanksgiving at Bishop's Farm, Bradfield St Clare, IP30 
0PW 

Saturday 27 
September 
 

 

Cockfield Benefice presents Hugh Morrison, author of the Rev Shaw 
mysteries at Cockfield Village Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm.  £15 a ticket 
including a glass of wine and nibbles.  Visit www.eventbrite.com for 
more details. 
 

Sunday 28 
September 
Trinity 15 

 

9.30am Holy Communion at St Thomas, Gt Whelnetham 
10am Worshipping Together at Bradfield St George 
 

A service of Celtic-style Morning Prayer is usually held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am and at Stanningfield every Thursday at 
9am.  Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see the benefice website at 
www.cockfieldbenefice.com or contact Rev Canon Sharon Potter, revsharon2@gmail.com, 01284 828599 or 07825 086063. 
 

  

http://www.cockfieldbenefice.com/
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Citizens Advice 

Understanding Your Payslip – a guide for those returning 
to work 

If you’ve recently returned to work after some time away, 
you might find your payslip a bit confusing. You’re not alone – it can take a little time to 
get used to the different sections and terms. 

By law, employers must give you a payslip (on paper or online) showing what you’ve 
been paid and what’s been deducted.  It’s a good idea to keep your payslips for up to 
six years, just in case you need them later. 

Your payslip should include your employer’s details, your name, and possibly an 
employee number.  You’ll also see a payment date (when your pay reaches your bank) 
and a tax period.  The UK tax year starts in April, so tax period 01 is April, 02 is May, and 
so on. 

You’ll also see your National Insurance (NI) number – this is your personal number 
used to record your NI contributions, which help you qualify for state benefits like the 
pension. 

Next is your tax code, set by HMRC.  This usually includes numbers and a letter.  The 
numbers show how much of your income is tax-free; the letter reflects your situation. 
You can check what your tax code means at https://www.gov.uk/tax-codes/what-your-
tax-code-means.  If you’re on an ‘emergency’ code (ending in W1, M1 or X), you might 
be paying too much tax, so it’s worth checking. 

Your gross pay is what you earn before anything is taken off.  This might include your 
basic pay plus extras like travel allowance.  If you’re paid by the hour, the rate and 
hours worked should be shown.  If holiday pay is included with your wages, it should be 
listed separately. 

Deductions may include tax, National Insurance, pension, or student loan payments.  
These are added up, and what’s left is your net pay – the amount that goes into your 
bank. 

You might also see taxable pay, showing how much of your income has been taxed so 
far this year. 

If anything doesn’t seem right, it’s best to speak to your employer. 

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide in depth advice on this issue and much more, including debt, 
finances, employment, benefits and family/relationships.  You can contact them by phone on 01449 
676060, visit in person at Milton House, 5 Milton Road South, Stowmarket IP14 1EZ or use the contact 
form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  Opening hours are Monday-Thursday 9.30am – 3.30pm and 
Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm. 
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Bus timetable 

To/From Bury St. Edmunds Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

379 

Outward Felsham Six Bells   10.38     
Gedding Bus Stop   10.41     
Bury Bus Station   11.07     

Return Bury Bus Station, 
Stand 5 

  12.55     

Gedding Bus Stop   13.19     
Felsham Six Bells   13.22     

 

Puzzle answers 
Round 1: Suffolk Knowledge 

1. Great Wood Hill, near Chedburgh 
2. Lowestoft (Ness Point) 
3. Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONB 
4. Gippeswic (Anglo-Saxon name, 

Roman origins debated) 
5. Dunwich 

Round 2: Suffolk History 
6. Bury St Edmunds 
7. John Wrawe 
8. The Great Hall of Rendlesham 
9. Edward VI 

10. The Witchfinder General 
Round 3: Suffolk Culture 

11. Peter Grimes 
12. Sudbury 
13. It houses the heaviest ring of 

12 bells in the world 
14. The Farmer’s Boy 
15. Great Livermere (near Bury St 

Edmunds) 
 

Round 4: Suffolk Oddities & Quirks 
16. The House in the Clouds 
17. Killed worshippers and scorched 

claw marks into the church door 
18. Oulton Broad (Lowestoft) 
19. The British Museum, London 
20. Long Melford 

Bonus Question 
21. Eric Arthur Blair 
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FELSHAM AND GEDDING 
VILLAGE HALL 

Available for Hire 

Large Main Hall 
Separate Room 

Fully licensed Bar Available 
Fully equipped Kitchen 

Storage available by arrangement 
Car Parking 

Reasonable Rates 

For bookings call Beverley 01449 737778 

WiFi Available – password on request 

VACANT ALLOTMENTS 
 

We have several half and full plots available on the allotments behind the church here 
in Felsham. Although the vacant allotments are currently unkept they will be rotovated 
prior to being taken up by the new gardener. The rent is low compared to other village 
allotment gardens as we would like to encourage full usage. With the ever-rising cost 

of vegetables, now is the time to start growing your own. Nothing better than fresh 
vegetables grown by yourselves, cooked and eaten within hours of harvesting. No air 

miles there then!!!! 
£15 P/A full plot, £7.50 P/A half plot. 

 
Contact Brinley Hart (Bryn) 07401 100172. 
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Village Directory 
ALLOTMENTS Brinley Hart (Bryn)  07401 100172 
ST PETER’S CHURCH, FELSHAM REVEREND SHARON POTTER 

Revsharon2@Gmail.Com 01284 828599 
ST MARY’S CHURCH, GEDDING 

CHURCH WARDENS Tricia Wilson  
Philip Cockell 

01449 736330 
01449 736272 

DOCTORS SURGERY Woolpit Health Centre, Heath Road, 
Woolpit 

01359 240298 

PHARMACY 01359 242394 

FELSHAM AND GEDDING COMMUNITY STORE 
http://www.felshamgeddingstore.org/  01449 736042 

FELSHAM AND GEDDING POST OFFICE 01932 616107 
F&G FUEL GROUP Pawilson4@Btinternet.Com 01449 736330 
FACEBOOK Felsham & Gedding Community  
FAGENDS Philip Cockell 01449 736272 
THE FELSHAM SIX BELLS  01449 258 216 

FELSHAM CHARITY Tricia Wilson 
Pawilson4@Btinternet.Com 01449 736330 

FELSHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Simon Garrod, Chair 01449 737728 
Isabelle Reece Felshamparishclerk@Gmail.Com 

GEDDING PARISH MEETING Stephen Drury - sdrury@btinternet.com  07946 417828 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT Peter Prinsley 
Https.Peterprinsley.Org/ 

peter.prinsley.mp
@parliament.uk 

MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT 
COUNCILLOR Nicky Willshere, Nicky.Willshere@Midsuffolk.Gov.Uk 

COUNTY COUNCILLLOR Penny Otton 
Penny.Otton@Sufolk.Gov.Uk  01449 736482 

MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL Needham Market 0845 606 6170 
PLAYING FIELD Philip Cockell, Chair 01449 736272 
SHELTERED HOUSING Mid Suffolk District Council 01473 826639 

POLICE Safer Neighbourhood Team One 
Stowmarket.Snt@Sufolk.Pnn.Police.Uk 

101 
999 (emergency) 

TABLE TENNIS Adrian King 01449 737495 

TREE WARDEN MARK TAVERNOR, 
Mtavernor@Btinternet.Com 07512 783887 

VILLAGE HALL 

Andrew Conquest, Chair 01449 737619 
Victoria Dillon, Caretaker 07738 405520 

Beverley Williams 07765871749 
01449 737778 

VILLAGE WEBSITES 
FELSHAM: Felsham.Onesufolk.Net 
GEDDING: Gedding.Onesufolk.Net 

WHIST DRIVE Isabella Challis 07927 963900 
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